WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 



1. A network control system in whicW a first unit and a second 
unit are connected to each other through a transmission path and 
a controller included in said first unit controls a device in said 
second unit through said transmission path, 

at least one of said first unit and said second unit being 
for handling at least one of /^idc/o, ^udio, and information, 

said device 

>lay deft a for 



having screen di 
screen of said device 
identifying the screen 

transmitting 



displaying an operating 
and identification information for 
(display data}/ and 

aid screen display data and said 
identification information /to said controller through said 
transmission path, and 
said controller 

comprising a user /interface including display means; 
receiving said / screen display data and said 
identification informat/ion from said device through said 
transmission path; 

displaying said operating screen on said display means 
using said screen display data; and 

in response to an operation by a user to said operating 
screen, controlling/ said device by transmitting operation 
information indicati/ve of the operation and said identification 
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information to said device through said transmission path. 



2. A network control system in jkhich a first unit and a second 
unit are connected to each otiher a transmission path and a 
controller included in said fii/st unit controls a device in said 
second unit through said traij(^m±s^ion path, 

at least one of said jfifrst uniti and said second unit being 



video. 



audio, and information. 



splay data; and 



for handling at least o/fe 

■ I / L 
said^ device < ' 

having screeyl display data yfior displaying an operating 
screen of said device ^nd idepltif ication information for 
identifying the s< 

transmitting said screen display data and said 
identification information to said controller through said 
transmission path, and 
said contro] 

comprising^ u£er internee including display means; 
receiving s^aJLd screen display data and said 
identification information from said device through said 
transmission path ; 

displaying sdid operating screen on said display means 
using said screen / display data and said identification 
information; and 

in response /to an operation by a user to said operating 
screen, controlling said device by transmitting operation 
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information indicative of the operation and said identification 
25 information to said device through said transmission path, 

3. The network control system according to claim 1 or 2 r, wherein 
said identification /information includes version 
information indicating a version of said screen display data. 
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4. The network control sy^fejbm according to claim l^o^-^, wherein 

said operation information includes an operating position 
information indicative of ajn operating position on said operating 
screen . 

5. A network control syfetem in Which a first unit and a second 
unit are connected to /each other a transmission path and a 
controller included in said first unit controls a device in said 
second unit through said transmission path, 

at least one of feaid first unit and said second unit being 
for handling atxleasf one of yideo, audio, and information, 
said device 

having screen display data composed of a plurality of 
partial screen disj/lay data for displaying an operating screen 
of said device; ani 

transmitting said partial screen display data to said 
controller througn said transmission path, and 
said controller 
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comprising a user interface including display means; 
receiving said partial screen display data from said 
device through said transmission! path; 

displaying said operatinig screen on said display means 
using said partial screen display data; and 

in response to an operation by a user to said operating 
screen, controlling said d^/Lce ^by transmitting operation 



information indicative of 
said transmission path, 



le pperat 



on to said device through 



6 . The network contro 

when said scree 
said device transmits 
screen display data 

said controller 
data from said device 
on the received part^ 
operating screen displ 



system according to claim 5, wherein 
displky data of said device is changed, 
hange<jl partial screen display data of said 
o said controller; and 

ireceiyes the changed partial screen display 
[throijgh said transmission path and, based 
al / screen ^/display data, updates said 



ayefd on ^aid display means 



7. The network control /system according to claim 5, wherein 
said device 

has partial sfcreen identification information for 
identifying said partiYal screen display data; and 

transmits saaJa partial screen display data and said 
partial screen identification information to said controller 
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through said transmission path, and 
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said controller 
receives said 
screen identification 
transmission path. 



partial screen display data and said partial 
information from said device through said 



8 . The network cont 

when said s 
said device tra: 
screen displ 
information 



j 

iol system according to claim 7, wherein 
lay data of said device is changed, 
partial screen display data of said 
partial screen identification 
n display data to said controller. 




and 

saidjbontrollefr receives the changed partial screen display 
data and the partiafl screen identification information of the 
partial soreen display data f£om said device through said 
transmissiqn path land, base^r on the received partial screen 
display data, and partial/screen identification information, 
updates said opeMfkarrfg screen displayed on said display means . 

9. The network control system according to claim 7, wherein 

in response/ to an operation by a user to said operating 
screen, said controller controls said device by transmitting 
operation information indicative of the operation and the partial 
screen identification information corresponding to the operation 



to said device t 



hrough said transmission path, 
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The network control system according to claim 7 wherein 
said partial screen identification information includes 
version information indicating a version of said partial screen 
display data. 



(7^ 



11 . The network control system according to claim 7 e r 9 , wherein 
one display element in screen display is arranged in any 
one of a plurality of /display parts corresponding to said 
plurality of partial scpe^fT^airsplay data. 



12. The network control/ system according to claim 7 o^-9~, wherein 
a display eyemen| corresponding to each operation by the 
user is arrange^ in afiy one of aJ plurality of display parts 
corresponding t£ said plurality of partial screen display data. 
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13. A network pontro 
unit are connebted 
controller inclu 
second unit throug 



system in which a first unit and a second 
o each other a/ transmission path and a 
n said first imit controls a device in said 
aid txaiismission path. 



at least one of said first unit and said second unit being 
for handling at lejast one of video, audio, and information, 
said device 

having screen display data for displaying an operating 
screen of said devjLce and overlap display data for overlap display 
on said operating screen; and 
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transmitting said screen display data and said overlap 
display data to said controller through said transmission path, 
and 

said controller 

comprising a user interface including display means; 
receiving said screen display data and said overlap 
display data from said device through said transmission path; 

displaying said ^per ati ng screen on said display means 
using said screen display data, and\ carrying out overlap display 

/ ' \ 

7 i 1 

on said operating screen' displayed oh said display means by using 
said overlap display data; and 

in response to |an operatio/i by a user to said operating 
screen, contr/lling jsaid devic^ by transmitting operation 
information ihdicativye of the operation to said device through 
said transmis 




14. The network control systan according to claim 13, wherein 
said over^tac(_^iij3tJlay data is cursor information for 
displaying a cursor indicative of a position of operation by the 



user to said operating screen, 

/ 



15. The network /control system according to claim 14, wherein 
said cursor information includes position information 
indicative of a position of said cursor on said operating screen. 



16. The network control system according to claim 14, wherein 
said cursor information includes shape information 
indicative of a shape of said cursor. 



17. The network control system according to claim 14 , wherein 
said cursor information includes size information 
indicative of a size of /said cursor. 



18. The network cont] 



system according to claim 14, wherein 



said cursor/ information 
indicative of a cfolor/ of said ci 



includes color information 
sor . 



19. The network con/trol system according to claim 14, wherein 
said cArsor / information includes enable information 
indicating an operation that the user is allowed to perform. 



/ork^TBORtar^r 




20. The networK^TBORtar^T system according to claim 13, wherein 
when a display part corresponding to said overlap display 
data of said devi'ce is changed, said device transmits said overlap 
display data to said controller, and 

said controller receives said overlap display data from 
said device tlyrough said transmission path and, based on said 
received overlap display data, updates said operating screen 



displayed on 



said display means , 
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21. A network control system in which a first unit and a second 
unit are connected to each other a transmission path and a 
controller included in said first unit controls a device in said 
second unit through said transmission path, 

at least one of said first unit and said second unit being 
for handling at least/ one of video, audio, and information, 
said device 

having scijdefi display ^ata for displaying an operating 
screen of sai<V device and identification information for 
identifying tl^fe sci/een display data; and 

reen display data and said 




transmitting said 



identif icati 
transmission 



l score 



said c Dntrofl-ler 



comprp-si 
recei 
identification 



transmission pajth; and 




a user interface including display means; 

screen display data and said 
from said device through said 



\ 
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displaying said operating screen on said display means 
using said screen display data. 



22. A network| control system in which a first unit and a second 

unit are connected to each other a transmission path and a 

J 

controller injbluded in said first unit controls a device in said 
second unit through said transmission path. 



V 
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at least one of said f irs£ unit and said second unit being 
for handling at least one of /v^Ldeo, audio, and information, 
said device 

having screen display data for displaying an operating 
screen of said device and identification information for 
identifying the screen display data; 

transmitting saiq/^ screen \ display data and said 
identification information to saidJ controller through said 
transmission path, 

said controller 

comprising a use/r interface including display means; 
receiving sai| screei/ display data and said 



identification 



transmission p£th; and/ 



display 



information from said device through said 



ng said operating screen: on said display means 



using said screen (display 
information . 




dat< 



and said identification 



23. A network control system in which a first unit and a second 
unit are connected to each other a transmission path and a 
controller included in said first unit controls a device in said 
second unit through said transmission path, 

at least on^e of said first unit and said second unit being 
for handling at /least one of video, audio, and information. 



said device 

/ 



i 

i 
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having screen display data for displaying an operating 
screen of said device and overlap display data for overlap display 
on said operating screen; ancy 

transmitting said screen display data and said overlap 
display data to said controller through said transmission path, 
and 

said controller 
comprising a use^ 
receiving sa 




including display means ; 
lay data and said overlap 



display data from said device through 

/ / 
/ i 
displaying said operating sc 

using said s 



said transmission path; and 
reen on said display means 



creep displa^ data, and carrying out overlap display 
on said operating screen/ displayed op said display means by using 



said overlap display data 



w 



24. A second unit thai is connected through a transmission path 

\ ' / 

to a first unit \ncl^iding a controller and includes a device 

/ 

controlled by said\jbntroller tjv^ough said transmission path, 

Pv^ 

at least one o£ said first unit and said second unit being 
for handling at least one of video, audio, and information, 

said device / 

\ 

i 

having screen display data for displaying an operating 

; 

screen of said device and identification information for 

/ 

identifying the screen display data; 

transmitting said screen display data and said 



\ 
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identification information to/ said controller through said 
transmission path; and 

receiving the identification information of the screen 
display data and operation information indicative of an operation 
by a user, and operating based on the received identification 
information and operation information. 



10 



15 



25. A first unit that is 
to a second unit and incl, 




through a transmission path 
er for controlling a device 
included in said second ijinit through said transmission path, 

/ / 

at least one <6f sai/& first unit knd said second unit being 
for handling at Least ofie of vid|eoy audio , and information, 
said controller j 

comprisi/ng a u^er interface including display means ; 
receiving screen display data indicative of an operating 



screen of said device and identification information for 
identifying the ^creejh display data prom said device through said 
transmission pathr 

displaying s/aid operating screen on said display means 



using said screen c^isplay data; and 

in response| to an °P eration by a user to said operating 
screen, controlling said device by transmitting operation 
information indicative of the operation and said identification 



information to s aid device through said transmission path. 



\ 

V 
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26. The second unit according^' to claim 24, wherein 



/ 



said operation information includes operating position 

I 

information indicative of a ; ' position of operation on said 



operating screen, 



27. The first unit according to claim 25, wherein 

/ 
i 

said operation information includes operating position 

information indicative /of a position of operation on said 

/ / 

operating screen. 




28. A second unit tfhat i^ connected through a transmission path 
to a first unit jjncludipg a controller and includes a device 
controlled by said controller through said transmission path, 
at least one of said first Ainit and said second unit being 

■one q^video, audio, and information. 




for handling at 

said device 

j 

having screen / display data composed of a plurality of 

f 

partial screen displafy data for displaying an operating screen 



of said device; 



transmitting/ said partial screen display data to said 

controller through transmission path; and 

i 

receiving Operation information indicative of an 
operation by a user, iand operating based on the received operation 



information, 
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29. A first unit that is connected through a transmission path 

to a second unit and includes a controller for controlling a device 

included in said second unit ^through said transmission path, 

/ 

at least one of said f i£st unit and said second unit being 

/ 

5 for handling at least one ok video, audio, and information. 
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said controller 

comprising a user /interface including display means; 
receiving a plurality of\partial screen display data 
indicative of an opeyktapg screen ^f said device through said 
transmission path j£rom iaid device;) 

displaying said/ operating screen on said display means 



using said part 



xal screen displ^a^/data; and 



in response to /an operation by a user to said operating 
screen, controlling feaid device by transmitting operation 
information ind^cativ4 of the operation through said transmission 
path to said devkce . / 



J 



30. The second unit according to claim 28, wherein 

i 

when said screen display data of said device is changed, 

said device transmits changed partial screen display data of said 

i 
i 

screen display datjk to said controller. 



! 

31. The first unit according to claim 29, wherein 

when said spreen display data of said device is changed, 

/ 

said controller receives changed partial screen display data of 
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said screen display data from said device through said 
transmission path and, based on the received partial screen 
display data, updates said operating screen displayed on said 
display means 

32. A second unit that is con/iected through a transmission path 
to a first unit including a/ controller and includes a device 
controlled by said controll^fej^—tta^ugh said transmission path, 
at least one of sai^^irst unit\and said second unit being 
for handling at least j6ne q'f video, aupio, and information, and 
said device 

having serpen display data foho displaying an operating 
screen of said device and 6verlap display data for overlap display 



on said operati 



screei 



transmitting s^fid screen display data and said overlap 
display data to (said controller through said transmission path; 
and 

receivirkj operation information indicating a user's 
operation transmit^bej^-X^ornsaid controller, and operating based 



on the received operation information, 

/ 

33. A first unit that is connected through a transmission path 
to a second unit anq includes a controller for controlling a device 



included in said second unit through said transmission path, 
at least oneW said first unit and said second unit being 
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5 for handling at least one of video, audio, and information, 
said controller 

comprising a user interface including display means; 
receiving screen display data indicative of an operating 
screen of said device and ov/erlap display data for overlap display 
10 on said operating screen jzhrough said transmission path; 

displaying said operating screen of said device on said 
display means using said/ screen display data, and performing 



overlap display on said operating screen displayed on said display 

means using said overiTapf dispisy data; and 

s I \ 

15 in response to ar^ operation by a user to said operating 

screen, controlling sap_d device^ by transmitting operation 

I 

information ii/dicating fhe operatilon through said transmission 
path to said /device. ' 



34 . A controll method, j/n a network control system in which a first 
unit and a second unit are connected to each other a transmission 

path, at leastNcme of ia^dtirst unit and said second unit being 

I 

for handling at least /one of video, audio, and information, and 

5 a controller include^ in said first unit controlling a device 

j 

included in said second unit through said transmission path, said 

i 

control method comprising the steps of : 

transmitting /screen display data for displaying an 
operating screen of/said device and identification information 
10 for identifying th^ 1 screen display data from said device through 

/ 101 

i 

I 
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said transmission path to said controller; 

displaying said operating screen on said controller using 
said screen display data transmitted from said device; and 

in response to an operation by a user to said operating 
screen, controlling saia device by transmitting operation 
information indicative of/ the operation and said identification 
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information from said controller through said transmission path 



to said device , 
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A control metho 




a network control system in which a first 



t are connected to each other a transmission 



unit and a second i/nit 

path, at least otfe of jsaid first un/it and said second unit being 
t /least/ < 



for handling atj 



one of video, audio, and information, and 



a controller included in said first unit controlling a device 
included in said second unit through said transmission path, said 



control method 
transmitt 



comprising th^ steps of; 

display data for displaying an 



/ screen 



operating screen oij said device and identification information 

i 
/ 

for identifying thai screen display data from said device through 

/ 

j 

said transmission /path to said controller; 

/ 

displaying $aid operating screen on said controller using 

i 
/ 

said screen display data and said identification information 

i 
/ 

transmitted from/ said device; and 

i 

in respons/e to an operation by a user to said operating 
screen, controlling said device by transmitting operation 
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information indicative of the operation and said identification 
information from said controller through said transmission path 
to said device. 



36 . A control method, in a network control system in which a first 
unit and a second unit are connected to each other a transmission 
path, at least one of said ffirst unit and said second unit being 
for handling at least one of video, audio, and information, and 
a controller included in paid first unit controlling a device 
included in said second unJrt-ttxrough said transmission path, said 
control method compr.isinjg the Ateps of: 

transmitting^ at lefast one |of plurality of partial screen 
display data conjposing /screen display data for displaying an 
operating screech of sa|d devic^ from said device through said 
transmission p/ith to skid controller; 

displaying said Operating screen on said controller using 



said partial s 
and 



/ 

creen display data transmitted from said device; 



in response to|an operation by a user to said operating 
screen, controlling/ said device by transmitting operation 



information indicc 



Lve_ 



the operation from said controller 



through said transmission path to said device , 



37 . A control method, in a network control system in which a first 

/ 

unit and a second ufiit are connected to each other a transmission 
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path, at least one of said first unit and said second unit being 
for handling at least one of video, audio, and information, and 
a controller included in said first unit controlling a device 
included in said second unit through said transmission path, said 

control method comprising 1Jhe steps of : 

/ 
/ 

transmitting screen/ display data for displaying an 

/ 

operating screen of said device and overlap display data for 



overlap display on said op 
said transmission path t 
displaying said 



grating screen from said device through 
>aid controller; 

en on said controller and 



erating scr 

performing overlap dispj.ay on said displayed operating screen 
based on said overlap display data b^ using said screen display 
data and said overlap display data transmitted from said device; 

/ / 

and / ; 

in response to |Li operation by a user to said operating 
screen, controll ing ^/said device by transmitting operation 
information indicative of the operation from said controller 
through said transmission path %p said device. 




38 . A control methqd, in a network control system in which a first 

/ 

unit and a second u^iit are connected to each other a transmission 

/ 

path, at least on^ of said first unit and said second unit being 



for handling at Ipast one of video, audio, and information, and 
a controller included in said first unit controlling a device 



included in said 



second unit through said transmission path, said 
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control method comprising the steps of : 

transmitting screen /display data for displaying an 
operating screen of said device and identification information 
for identifying the screen display data from said device through 
said transmission path to^/said controller; and 

displaying said operating screen on said controller using 
said screen display data /transmitted from said device. 



i ^transmitl 



39 . A control method, in a network control system in which a first 



unit and a second unit 
path, at least one o 
for handling at le, 
a controller inc 




onnected to each other a transmission 
st unit and said second unit being 
deo, audio, and information, and 
first unit controlling a device 



included in said /secondjunit through said transmission path, said 
control method comprising the isteps of: 

i 

transmitting screen display data for displaying an 

/ 

operating screen of spid device and identification information 
for identifying me screen di^vlay data from said device through 
said transmission pajttuJtd' said controller; and 

displaying saijl operating screen on said controller using 

said screen display* data and said identification information 

/ 

transmitted from s^id device. 

/ 
/ 

40 . A control methjbd, in a network control system in which a first 



4 



unit and a second linit are connected to each other a transmission 



105 



* 



10 



15 



path, at least one of said first unit and said second unit being 
for handling at least one of video, audio, and information, and 
a controller included in said first unit controlling a device 
included in said second uni^throu^h said transmission path, said 
control method comprise ngf the steps of : 

transmitting /screen display data for displaying an 
operating screen of. said device and overlap display data for 
overlap display oiy said/operating screen from said device through 
said transmission pat/h to said controller; and 

displaying ^a:jfd operating screen on said controller and 
performing overlap dx^piay-ofi^said operating screen based on said 
overlap display darta by using said screen display data and said 
overlap display data transmitted from said device . 
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